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The seminar’s three lectures are based on a book I am currently working on. I am exploring 
Hegel’s notion of community as an interruption both of the kind of violence resulting from 
and reproduced by Modern law and right (Hegel’s criticism of the Modern State and the 
notion of right involved in its constitution) and of the idea which conceives community as a 
totality that (violently) draws within itself leaving no real space for difference and alterity. 
The book itself is part of a broader research project concerning the relationship between 
politics, law and violence on the one hand, and the criticism this relationship may arouse 
from the perspective of contemporary thought on community (J.L. Nancy, M. Blanchot, R. 
Esposito and G. Agamben, among others), on the other. This is dealt with in the context of 
Colombia’s current historical circumstances: a transitional justice process involving the 
paramilitary groups and their victims.  

My main purpose is to show that fruitful resources for rethinking our being in common and 
its repercussions on contemporary political thinking can be found in Hegel’s work. Despite 
the risks intrinsic to his thought, there is no one better than Hegel himself to make us 
aware of them, as well as of the possibilities of their interruption. Therefore, I aim to 
explore some of the elements that can be found in Hegel’s early work which greatly enrich 
current discussions on the subject. I certainly do not intend to assert that Hegel had already 
said or glimpsed at what some contemporary authors claim.  I rather want to insist on the 
fact that we can (and should?) go back to reading Hegel in the light of those elements 
which, thanks to these claims, belong to the context of contemporary thought. This is what 
these lectures will aim to show, or at least try to suggest as a viable possibility.  

During the three day seminar we are going to explore Hegel’s notion of community as 
developed in some of his main early works:  

through our reading of The Spirit of Christianity and its Faith we will analyze Hegel’s 
idea of a “community of love” as a community that interrupts and unworks what he 
describes as the constitutive “violence” of law and right;  

next, aided by Hegel’s reading of Antigone in the Phenomenology, opposed to his 
reading of the Eumenides in his Essay on Natural Law, we are going to concentrate on the 
fractures of community’s ground; fractures that make it impossible to think of community 
on the basis of a “common ground”, but which clear the way for rethinking ‘community’ on 
the basis of an irreconcilable wound; 

and finally, beginning with a concrete experience of ‘forgiveness’ as a ‘ground 
without ground’ for re-thinking community in Colombia’s current historical circumstances, 
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we are going to explore the relationship between forgiveness and community in Hegel’s 
work, both in  The Spirit of Christianity and its Faith and at the end of the Spirit chapter in 
the Phenomenology.  

 
 

Recommended Readings for the Three Sessions 
 
 

1. “Law” (Tuesday, March 20): G.W.F. Hegel, The Spirit of Christianity and its Fate, in 
On Christianity. Early Theological Writings, tr. T.M. Knox (University of Chicago 
Press, 1961). Since we are going to be concentrating mainly on Hegel’s criticism of 
the law (the “Jewish law” in Hegel’s essay) and Hegel’s alternative notion of the 
Christian “community of love”, read especially the following sections: “The Spirit of 
Judaism” (182-205), “The Moral Teaching of Jesus (a) The Sermon on the Mount 
contrasted with the Mosaic Law and with Kant’s ethics” (205-224), and “The Moral 
Teaching of Jesus (b) Love as the Transcendence of Penal Justice and the 
Reconciliation of Fate” (224-253).  
 

2. “Fracture” (Wednesday, March 21):  G.W.F. Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, tr. 
Terry Pinkard and available online, in a bilingual edition, in Pinkard’s website: 
http://web.mac.com/titpaul/Site/About_Me.html. Since we are going to be talking 
mainly about the fracture and wounds at the ground of Hegel’s notion of community 
(“ethical life”), for this day’s session see Hegel’s reading of Antigone in the beginning 
of the Chapter on Spirit (Phenomenology, Chapter VI, Part A ‘True Spirit, ethical life’, 
sections a. and b., §§443-475, 387-421). 
 

3. “Forgiveness” (Thursday, March 22): This day I will try to explore two alternative 
ways of reading Hegel’s notion of forgiveness in connection to the irresoluteness of 
“the common” and as a way of understanding a different kind of “community”. Thus, 
see section “The Moral Teaching of Jesus (b) Love as the Transcendence of Penal 
Justice and the Reconciliation of Fate” (224-253) in Hegel’s The Spirit of Christianity 
and its Fate, and  Chapter VI, Part C, section c. ‘Conscience. The beautiful soul, evil 
and its forgiveness’ (§§632-671, 561-599) in Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit.  
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